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Ohio is a rich and beautiful state, from the rolling hills of glacial till plains in the east, to the flat fertile 
farmlands of the once Great Black Swamp to the west. The natural wonders of Ohio are worth 
preserving for the environmental, economic, and health benefits provided to the citizens of Ohio. These 
natural places are where children can learn our history; learn to fish and hunt; or simply go for a bike 
ride or walk.  
 
These outdoor spaces serve as economic hot spots that support surrounding industries. Millions of 
visitors come to Ohio each year to enjoy the state’s natural assets.  Visitors come to fish, hunt, bike, 
boat, and hike. Local economies are greatly enriched from the revenue that tourism brings.  
 
Open space and the agricultural industry are thus vital to the economic health of Ohio. While the total 
market value of all agricultural products sold in Ohio in 2012 totaled ten billion dollars, a study 
conducted in 2010 showed that all the industries tied to agriculture represented $105 billion of Ohio’s 
total economic output or $51 billion of Ohio’s gross domestic product and represented fourteen-percent 
of Ohio’s jobs.  
 
To ensure that the right balance of greenspace and farmland is conserved in Ohio and to balance 
residential and commercial land conversion, COLT members ask gubernatorial candidates to pledge to 
uphold the following priorities.  



 
 
 

• Continue full funding for the Clean Ohio Program to protect existing natural areas before they 
are gone. Additionally, a new funding source for the Clean Ohio Brownfield Program is needed 
to make this program effective again.  
 

• Conduct a state-wide feasibility study to identify the best means of increased funding for 
conservation in Ohio.  Ohio ranks 44th in percentage of public land at 4.2%. The backlog of 
conservation opportunities far exceeds currently available funding through Clean Ohio, ODNR, 
and Ohio EPA.  

 
• Increase use and promotion of natural habitat as a utility to rectify important environmental 

issues such as flooding and water pollution. Wetlands and streamside forests are often the 
cheapest and most efficient way of solving these problems.  

 
• Waive onerous Current Agricultural Use Valuation when land is taken out of agricultural 

production for conservation purposes, to provide local benefits such as water quality 
improvements and public recreational lands.  

 
• Build efficiencies and capacity at Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Office of Farmland 

Preservation to fully utilize up to $6 million for farmland preservation through USDA’s 
Agricultural Land Easement (ALE) program.   
 

• Increase the budget for the state allocation to the Soil and Water Conservation Districts to 
ensure that these employees facilitate the program and carry it into effect.   
 

• Prioritize funding for ODNR’s Private Lands Biologist program to ensure proper management of 
Ohio’s wildlife resources on private lands.  
 

• Prioritize funding for ODNR’s Service Forestry Program to ensure proper management of Ohio’s 
private timber resources..  

 
We are asking that candidates make a commitment to the perseverance of Ohio’s future by supporting 
solutions to these very important issues and the better Ohio it will create.   
 
Who We Are 
 
The Coalition of Ohio Land Trusts (COLT) is a voluntary network of land trusts and other conservation 
organizations dedicated to advancing land conservation for public benefit in Ohio. 
 
A land trust is a charitable organization that acquires land or conservation easements to achieve one or 
more conservation purposes. The conservation purposes may include protecting natural habitat, water 
quality, or scenic views; ensuring that the land is always available for farming, forestry, or outdoor 
recreational use; or protecting other values provided by open land. 
 
 
 



What We Do 
 
COLT works to:  
 

(1) enhance the technical knowledge of Ohio land trusts through training and peer-to-peer 
networking;  

 
(2) increase land trusts' implementation of Land Trust Alliance Standards and Practices through 
land trust organizational assessments; and 

 
(3) advance critical state and federal land conservation policy initiatives and legislation, such as 
property tax reform, and renewal of the Clean Ohio Fund, in partnership with other statewide 
groups such as Ohio League of Conservation Voters and Mainstream Green Coalition. 

 
Conservation Priorities 
 

Continuation of Clean Ohio Funding 
 
The Clean Ohio Fund was a $400 million state bond initiative first approved by Ohio voters in 2000. 
Clean Ohio restores, protects and connects Ohio’s natural and urban places by preserving open space 
and farmland, improving outdoor recreation, and cleaning up brownfields to encourage redevelopment 
and revitalize communities.  Clean Ohio helps catalyze economic activity in Ohio by creating new jobs 
and retaining existing ones in construction, goods, services, recreation, eco-tourism and  
high-tech industries. It secures our agricultural base, Ohio’s number one industry, by preserving working 
family farms and helps keep Ohioans’ drinking water safe.  
 

 Brownfield Restoration 
 
Ohio’s Brownfield Program under Clean Ohio needs to be restored. The program was developed to help 
plan, assess, and remediate brownfields throughout the state. A brownfield is a piece of property whose 
redevelopment is complicated by the potential presence of environmental contaminants such as 
hazardous substances, asbestos, lead-based paint, or petroleum. Brownfield redevelopment allows a 
community to reclaim and improve its lands, making property viable for new development.  
 
The Program was extremely successful and saw a ten to one return on investment, created over nine-
thousand jobs, and more than 7,600 acres were remediated or assessed. The Brownfield Program, by 
increasing the available land in urban areas, decreased the pressures of urban sprawl and the 
conversion of Ohio’s precious farmland into residential areas. Because the program was so successful, 
little reason exists for its discontinuance.  
 
However, when the funding source for the Clean Ohio Brownfields Program was modified in 2013, the 
program never again worked to clean and redevelop polluted abandoned industrial properties, 
protecting neighborhoods and spurring redevelopment. A funding source is needed to allow this 
program to award grants—not loans—in order to effectively operate.  
 

 Taxation Issues 
 
An exception needs to be made to the recoupment penalty in the CAUV. Currently, when conservation 
entities purchase land for ecological restoration and the farm is being taken out of production, a 



recoupment tax is owed on the property for the previous three years, which is the property tax for its 
best use minus the reduced property tax allowed through the CAUV and paid by the farmer. This is an 
issue because it disincentives restoring farmland to natural habitat. It is important to protect and retain 
farmland; however the natural habitat is in need of protection as well.  
 
Second, a new property tax valuation program needs to be established for those wishing to preserve or 
conserve a piece of property of critical importance for non-agricultural uses. These uses may include 
protection of historical, archeological or critical conservation purposes. The current tax system unfairly 
disincentivizes property owners from conserving areas of critical importance by taxing them at a rate 
comparable to land being utilized for profit purposes.  
 
Third and lastly, the current taxation system is not dynamic enough to be reflective of what is happening 
in the market place. Current valuations may be based on figures from several years ago, while the 
market today fluctuates, and market price for those same goods has plummeted. Coupling the decrease 
in goods there has been an increase in property values tied to higher commodity prices leaving the 
farmer with far too high taxes, and too little income.  
 

 Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts provide assistance to urban and agricultural land users, 
specializing in soil erosion prevention and water management. The services provided include survey and 
design of grassed waterways, erosion control structures, surface and subsurface drainage, farm ponds, 
windbreaks, and livestock waste management facilities. Without these services, there is an impact to 
stream quality. Additional staff has been needed for a number of years to assist with Ohio’s farming 
challenges. Increased funding is needed for staffing Soil and Water Conservation Districts. These people 
are directly responsible for the program’s implementation and facilitation, and they work with the 
farmers to make sure the best management practices are being utilized.  
 

 Building Green Infrastructure 
 
Restoring floodplains and other natural habitats has significant effects on resolving flooding felt 
throughout the state. They capture sewer overflows including pollutants, and improve water quality 
before water flows downstream. Water quality is a pressing issue in Ohio, and a cost effective way of 
restoring it is through restoration of wetlands and floodplains, which are often said to be “nature’s 
kidneys,” as well as conservation of riparian buffers and areas around headwaters.   
 

 Increasing Hunting and Fishing Fees 
 
Resident hunting and fishing license fees are low compared to other states and should be raised.  With 
the increase in fees, which generate about 96% of the Division of Wildlife budget, the Division can 
continue stocking programs, habitat enhancement, research and land and wildlife management. 
Without these necessary services the hunting and fishing economics will continue to decrease losing 
some of the $1.4 billion that comes in each yea just in hunting fees. 
 

 Maximize Farmland Preservation Potential 
 
Ohio needs to stop foregoing opportunities to implement the USDA Agricultural Land Easement 
program. This oversight leaves as much as $6 million in federal funds on the table every year that could 
be spent towards preserving Ohio’s farmland. 



 
 Fund ODNR’s Private Lands Biologist Program 
 
ODNR should adequately fund the Private Lands Biologist program within the Division of Wildlife.  
Private Lands Biologists provide invaluable technical assistance to private landowners on how to manage 
the state’s wildlife resources, including technical assistance to plan for the management of beneficial 
wildlife species on a broad scale.  Much of the state’s lands are privately held and the landowners 
receive technical assistance from the private lands biologists. 
 
 Fund ODNR’s Service Forestry Program 
 
The State’s ODNR Division of Forestry Service Forestry Program provides invaluable public service by 
providing forest management plans and advising private landowners on how to adequately protect the  
state’s private timber resources.  The State Service Forestry Program provides a vital link between 
landowners and federal NRCS programs to assist landowners and land holding organizations such as land 
trusts who want to manage their property using sound land use and forest management principles.  
Many land trusts require a forest management plan that is tied directly to conservation easements 
facilitated by Ohio’s land trusts.  
 


